Vlll                                   PBEFACE.

This proposal, conveyed in a letter which is appended
to the present statement, was made by a few eminent
divines and laymen belonging to different churches
but united in a common desire for the c really capable
and honest treatment of unsettled problems in theo-
logy-'

After much deliberation the Trustees considered that
if they could secure the assistance of suitable Lecturers,
they would be promoting the object of the Testator,
by courses on the various historical religions of the
world. They were so fortunate as to obtain the consent
of Professor Max Miiller to begin the series, and to take
as his subject the religions of India. They were also
greatly indebted to the Dean of Westminster^ who pro-
cured for them from the Board of Works the use of
the Chapter-house of the Abbey. On the announce-
ment of the Lectures, there was great difficulty in
meeting the numerous applications for tickets, which
was only overcome by the kind consent of Professor
Max Miiller to deliver each lecture twice.

Encouraged by the success of this first course, the
Trustees have arranged for a second. It will be under-
taken by M. le Page Renouf, Her Majesty's Inspector
of Schools, and the subject will be the Religions of
Egypt; the time proposed is between Easter and
Whitsuntide of next year.

J. M.
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